Relatives' lived experiences of complementary therapies in a critical care department--a phenomenological study.
This phenomenological study examined relatives' lived experiences of complementary therapies in the Department of Critical Care Medicine at Royal Hobart Hospital. Participants in the study, 20 relatives of critically ill patients, were involved in a non-structured, audiotaped interview. Subsequently, transcripts were analysed using a phenomenological transformative process to identify common themes in the text. Study findings suggested four emerging conceptual categories, which with further analysis uncovered the essence of the phenomenon as extending and enriching a caring atmosphere.